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Knoxville Rejoins State Employee Recycling
Program After Three Year Hiatus

Knoxville now joins Nashville, Chattanooga, & Johnson
City as participating cities in the State Employee
Recycling Program (SERP) under a new contract with
Mid-South Recycling located in Louisville, TN.  Knoxville
will participate in a source separation program for the
first time in over three years.  Knoxville dropped out of
the program when Weyerhaeuser, which had the
statewide contract, decided not to renew and no other
contractors could be found.  The program in Knoxville
encompasses separating recyclables into two containers;
one for white paper and the other for mixed paper and
cardboard.  Aluminum and steel may also be collected if
the facility wishes.  The Knoxville SERP program has a
total of 10 locations that are currently being served,
which include 13 departments, and allow 2,500

employees to recycle.  Knoxville SERP collections
amounted to 3.55 tons in November 2001, 1.75 tons in
December 2001, and 1.87 tons in January 2002.
For more information, please contact George Kesterson,
SERP Coordinator, at 615-532-0079; Mike Cornell,
General Services, at 865-594-6097, or Mark Penland,
Environment & Conservation, at 865-594-5512.

Tennessee's Do It
Yourselfers Find

Convenience In Recycling
Oil

Bad habits are NOT hard to break.  At least that’s what
several do-it-yourselfers learned this past weekend at
Montgomery County’s Used Oil Collection Event.  “I
usually burn used oil on my wood pile” admitted one
gentleman.  That was until he learned he could recycle
used oil at AutoZone.  Other do-it-yourselfers
acknowledged they had been stockpiling it until the
county hosted its Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
Collection.

It is no surprise to Tennessee’s Used Oil Program that
do-it-yourselfers like to recycle their used oil at the HHW
Collections because it’s convenient.  It is so convenient
that enormous amounts of oil are being collected at
these events from do-it-yourselfers.  Unfortunately,
stockpiling used oil only makes it more difficult and
costly to get rid of.  In an effort to conserve the State’s
resources and encourage do-it-yourselfers to recycle
used oil year-round, the Tennessee Department of
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Environment and Conservation (TDEC), AutoZone, and
Bi-County Solid Waste Authority sponsored a special oil
collection event February 23 at the Clarksville AutoZone.
According to Jonathan Hopkins of Tennessee’s
Household Hazardous Waste Program, “Montgomery
County has been known to collect up to 4000 pounds of
used oil at their HHW Collection.”  The day of the oil
collection event AutoZone accepted 200 gallons of used
oil from over 30 do-it-yourselfers.  That’s about 1500
pounds of oil.  The majority of the participants were
unaware they could even recycle oil at AutoZone despite
the fact that AutoZone has been taking used oil from do-
it-yourselfers for over seven years.

With a little more effort, Tennessee’s Used Oil Program
and AutoZone hope to show do-it-yourselfers the
convenience of recycling their used oil year-round by
taking it with them when they go to purchase new oil.
As a conscientious consumer, consider purchasing your
new oil from only those merchants that will allow you to
return your used oil for recycling.  The Used Oil Program
plans to sponsor additional collection events in Lincoln
County on March 9, Shelby County on April 13, and
Tipton County on May 11.  For more information on
places to recycle your used oil, please contact the Used
Oil Hotline at 1-800-287-9013 or visit
www.tdec.net/dca/oil.htm.

Take a Part to Keep Tennessee Beautiful

Trash, trash everywhere…on city streets and interstates,
parking lots, rural areas, urban areas, neighborhoods.
The amount of trash disposed of improperly is
staggering.  What was once thought of as an "inner city"
problem is now evident everywhere.  Take a look
around, drive through your neighborhood, drive
downtown and notice the trash.  While we recognize the
problem, too often we feel that the problem is
overwhelming.  There's too much to do for one person
to make any sort of difference.

The months of March through May are designated for
the 2002 Tennessee Great American Cleanup.  This can
be your opportunity to join with thousands of other
Tennesseans and make a difference in your community.
Events are sponsored by local Keep Tennessee Beautiful
affiliates and local civic organizations in almost every
county of the State and range from litter pickups, to
graffiti removal, to tree and flower plantings, to clothing
drives.  In 2001, this collaborative effort of over 115,000
volunteers resulted in over 1800 tons of litter removed,
452 tons of clothing collected for reuse, 181 illegal

dumpsites removed, 18,000 trees planted, 608 junk cars
removed, and 122 tons of materials recycled.
This year, make the commitment to volunteer a few
hours of your time for the 2002 Tennessee Great
American Cleanup.  I promise it will be time well spent.

Thanks!  Lori
For more information on the 2002 Tennessee Great
American Cleanup, please contact Chris Kilpatrick at
1-888-862-5326 or the Keep Tennessee Beautiful
website at www.ktnb.org.

TP3 Membership Status

The Tennessee Pollution Prevention Partnership (TP3)
currently has 163 members.  Forty-five members have
advanced to the Pledge membership level and are
implementing fundamental pollution prevention
measures.   The following TP3 members have become
Pledges or Partner since the last issue of the P2Alert.

Households
Smith Household

Schools
Centennial High School
Lewis County Schools
Lobelville Elementary School
Upperman High School

Industries
Arvin Meritor
Denso Manufacturing
BOS Automotive Products
*Dura Automotive Products, Inc.

OUR ADDRESS HAS CHANGED!!
The new e-mail address for TP3 is

Pollution.prevention@state.tn.us.  Our toll free
number is still 1-800-734-3619.

Congratulations to the Dura Automotive facility in
Gordonsville, Tennessee for being our state's newest
member of the National Environmental Performance
Track!  The National Environmental Performance Track
was designed by the EPA to recognize and encourage
top environmental performers -- those companies and
communities that voluntarily go beyond compliance with
regulatory requirements to attain levels of environmental
performance that benefit the environment, people, and
communities.
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Spring Household Hazardous Waste
Collection Schedule Announced

Did you know that you probably have household
hazardous products or substances stored in your home?
Products like oven cleaners, batteries, pool chemicals,
pesticides, degreasers, paint thinners, and antifreeze are
useful commodities when properly used and safely
stored.  However, when they reach the end of their
useful life they can become household hazardous waste
(HHW).  A product is considered hazardous if it is
corrosive, flammable, reactive, or toxic.  Keeping these
wastes around your house can be dangerous to your
family and pets; discarding HHW with your regular
garbage or pouring it down the drain can be dangerous
to sanitation workers, disrupt sewer/septic systems, and
could even contaminate groundwater supplies.

The proper way to dispose of HHW is to take it to a
special HHW collection.  If you are a resident of
Davidson, Hamilton, or Knox County you can take your
HHW to a permanent collection site located in your
county.  Another option for products that are still usable
is to give them to a neighbor, relative, or community
group who can use it.  For more information on HHW,
the schedule of collection events, or information on the
permanent sites, please go to
www.state.tn.us/environment/dca/hhw.htm or call
Jonathan Hopkins at 615-532-0281.

An Energy
Conservation Idea

for Schools

Schools and other public buildings are required by law to
have EXIT signs over doorways to the outside.  These
signs are burning 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and
usually are powered with a 40-watt incandescent bulb.

This may seem like a low-wattage bulb, but when
multiplied by 10 (or more) signs in a typical school
building, the kilowatt-hours add up quickly.  A fairly
simple and low-cost investment in alternative signs may
soon pay for itself and make a big difference in a
school’s electric bills.

Schools can buy EXIT signs with Light-Emitting Diode
(LED) light sources that burn about 2 watts of electricity,
as compared with the usual 40-watt incandescent bulbs
found in the standard signs.  The LEDs can last up to 20
years before needing replacement.  If a school will buy
at least ten, each sign will cost $9.95 and can be bought
on State contract.

Replacing EXIT signs is a great energy project for
schools which are working toward the Partner or
Performer level in the Green Schools Program.  We have
a spreadsheet that will calculate energy and cost savings
after the new signs are installed, so writing a Success
Story about the project will be easy.  For more
information about where to get the LED signs or about
the Green Schools Program, contact Cynthia Rohrbach at
Cynthia.rohrbach@state.tn.us or at 931-490-3929.

Used Computer Recycling Collection Event
City of Knoxville, Tennessee

A used computer collection event was held for residents
of Knox County on Saturday, January 12, 2002, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., at the Staples store located in west
Knoxville.  Almost 28 tons of used equipment was
collected, (20,942 pounds of CPU's, 28,509 pounds of
monitors, and 6,106 pounds of miscellaneous computer
equipment), with more than 700 vehicles dropping off
equipment.

Residents were encouraged to bring their old computer
to be recycled and enter their name into a drawing (one
per family) for a chance to win a new internet-ready
computer system donated by Staples.  The collection
event was open to Knox County and the City of Knoxville
residents only.  Businesses and institutions were
provided a contact number to call for electronics
recycling information.  Residents were instructed that no
more than three computer systems per family could be
accepted and printers were not being accepted.

For more information contact John Homa, City of
Knoxville, at 865-215-2921 or jhoma@ci.knoxville.tn.us.
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Composting for the Microwave Generation
By Christina Treglia

Environmental Specialist

omposting for some is a slow process: throw
your fruit and veggie scraps under the shrubs and let
them rot.  People, who know me though, know that I
don’t wait well.  And while this particular personality trait
has not (yet!) carried over to my gardening, I can totally
understand those of you out there who wish that
composting was a faster process.  For you speed
demons I am going to pass along some tips that I’ve
heard from other impatient composters.

First of all, you can try adding things to your compost
pile to make it cook faster.  One option is to feed the
bugs- adding sugar water may help to get a sluggish pile
going.  They also sell enzymatic products for various
types of piles like fall leaves to help everything break
down more quickly.  I’m not really sure how or why it
works, but I’ve heard from several sources that adding
lime will help things progress at a speedier pace.

Starting off with smaller particle sizes will give you your
finished product faster.  If you happen to have a
chipper, you have a great way to pulverize your
particles.  Lots of kitchen scraps can be made into a
slurry using an old blender and will keep your pile both
well fed and nice and moist at the same time.

If all these options still sound too passive for you, then
you can try to just “keep things movin’.”  If your pile is
just a big mound, you can take a pitchfork and move the
pile from one location to another.  If you keep things in
low rows you could use a garden tiller to turn it over and
keep it aerated.  If getting elbow deep in your compost
doesn’t sound like your cup of tea, you could consider
buying one of those handy dandy compost tumblers. It’s
a set up with a drum the compost is placed in.  The
drum sits on a frame with a handle that rotates the
drum however often you wish to accomplish this.  The
large composting-garbage operations use a method that
is similar and turns refuse into soil amendment in the
shortest amount of time.

And just remember that if none of that appeals, there's
still the "throw it under the shrub" method.  Slow,
yes…but easy and guaranteed to work.

Metro’s Tries Innovative Approach at New
Convenience Center

Metropolitan Nashville/ Davidson County residents now
have the opportunity to get rid of a large variety of
wastes and recyclables any day of the week.  Metro’s
newest convenience center accepts regular household
garbage, recyclables, bulk items, white goods, tires, and
certain household hazardous wastes at one easy-to-find
location seven days a week.  With a schedule that
accommodates the needs of most residents, Metro
makes it easy for people to properly dispose and recycle
virtually any type of material thereby keeping Nashville
an attractive and healthy place to live.

This new, truly convenient, convenience center is
located at 941 Dr. Richard Adams Drive, just east of the
intersection of Ellington Parkway and Trinity Lane.  The
operating hours are Monday - Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sundays noon to 4 p.m.  Marcus Jackson,
Operations Supervisor for the Division of Waste
Management, says that the new operation hours have
resulted in increased poundage of materials collected,
items that otherwise would have gone to the landfill.
During 2001, all of Metro’s recycling sites yielded an
astonishing 900 tons of recyclable materials.  With the
new convenience center hours, that amount is expected
to significantly increase.

Residents can recycle plastic, newspaper, office paper,
glass and cardboard while dropping off their household
hazardous waste to be properly disposed at no cost.
The acceptable HHW items are cleaners, solvents,
paints/paint thinners, used oil, antifreeze, and batteries.
A limited number of old appliances and bulk items are
accepted at no charge.  Additional bulk items including
home furniture and construction waste are charged
$5.00 for standard pickup loads or small trailers and
$10.00 for larger stacked loads.  Once freon is removed
from appliances, they are sent to a scrap metal dealer
and recycled.  Tires (limit 4) and used oil are also
disposed of at no cost.  Bulk items are usually taken to a
class 3-4 landfill however; Metro is in the process of
setting up a reuse area where bulk items, clothing,
books, sinks, etc. can be picked up by willing takers.
With the rapid advance of computer technology, Mr.
Jackson is looking into collecting old computers and
have them picked up by an electronics recycler for
proper disposal.  Items not accepted are
unpainted/untreated wood, leaves/brush, medical waste,
radioactive material, smoke detectors, and gas cylinders.

Metro’s new convenience center gives people an exciting
opportunity to close the loop on common household
waste items.  If you have any questions or would like
more information, please contact them directly at
615-262-2286.
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GreenBriefs

•  Alpha Intermediate School received public recognition for their waste reduction initiatives and Partner
status this week with a press release in the Morristown Citizens Tribune.

•  Whitthorne Middle School will host an Earth Day Fair that will take place on April 18. All Maury County 8th
graders will participate – roughly 900 students – and will be exposed to environmental information from
numerous state agencies, environmental organizations, and municipal facilities.

•  Soddy-Daisy High School has started a TP3 energy project consisting of replacing incandescent bulbs in
exit signs with LED lights. Herb Stonebrook, an energy specialist with the TN Department of Finance and
Administation, will help with purchase and calculations of energy and cost savings.

•  The Division of Water Pollution Control is compiling a technical guide for stream mitigation in Tennessee.
This document will provide detailed guidance to individuals, non-government organizations, and other entities
undertaking stream mitigation efforts. It is anticipated that the technical guidance will be useful for individuals,
community groups, environmental groups, etc. who wish to undertake stream enhancement or restoration
efforts as components of stewardship or outreach programs. TDEC WPC hopes that the technical guidance will
be available in mid-2002. For more information please contact Dan Eagar, Natural Resources Section
deagar@mail.state.tn.us or 615-532-0708.

•  The WRAP Sheet is now produced as an online newsletter. SUBSCRIBE FREE at
http://www.tmep.utk.edu/indexmaillist.html

 
Calendar of Events

•  A Regional Environmental Conference sponsored by the ETSU Office of Professional Development is
scheduled for March 7-8, 2002 from 8:30-4:30 in the Adelphia Centre in Johnson City (across from ETSU).
Contact Darla Dye, ETSU Office of Professional Development, Box 70559, Johnson City, Tennessee 37614 or at
423-439-8025.  Advance registration cost is $50 per day or $75 for both days and includes lunch and breaks.

•  Learn easy ways to reduce your energy bill while protecting the environment! On March 8th, the
Division of Community Assistance will host a Brown Bag luncheon presentation in the L & C Tower's 17th floor
conference room at 11:00 am to 12:00 PM. The presentation will provide energy conservation information,
especially useful in residential homes. Come bring your lunch and learn how to save money while also being
more environmentally friendly in your own home. A few lucky people will also win compact fluorescent
lights so they can experience environmentally friendly, energy saving technology in their own
home.  It could be you!

•  The Tennessee Pollution Prevention Roundtable is scheduled to meet March 14, from 9:30 -1:00 in the
TVA Customer Service Room, 12th Floor Highland Ridge Tower, 535 Marriott Drive, Nashville, Tennessee.

http://www.tmep.utk.edu/indexmaillist.html
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•  The 2002 Spring Household Hazardous Waste Collection Schedule is now available online at
www.state.tn.us/environment/dca/hhw.htm.  Events start March 23rd.

Celebrate Earth Day in April. For information on local happenings, please contact David
Borowski at dborowski@mail.state.tn.us or 615-253-3397 or visit www.tdec.net/earthday for more information

•  Some of the recipients of the P2 Alert are members of EPA's Performance Track program and the following
information is particularly included for their benefit:
SAVE THIS DATE FOR THE PERFORMANCE TRACK SPRING CONFERENCE ON APRIL 24, 2002! The
next Performance Track national event will be held on April 24, 2002 in Washington, D.C. at the Capitol Hilton.
Governor Whitman is scheduled to attend the event. All new and existing members are invited to attend. Plan
to come and hear the latest news about the program, and network with your peers on best practices. If you
have suggestions on topics for the conference, please contact Carolyn Hubbard at 202-260-9638 or
hubbard.carolyn@epa.gov.

•  Make your plans to attend the South's annual premiere environmental event--the 31st Annual
Solid/Hazardous Waste Conference Exhibition May 1-3, in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. For more information check
out the website at www.state.tn.us/environment/swm/conference.htm

•  Join us for the Second Annual TDEC Clothing Drive in celebration of the 2002 Tennessee Great American
Cleanup. Collection dates are May 15-16 and May 22-23 at the Bicentennial Mall in Nashville, Tennessee.
Please contact Lori Munkeboe at lmunkeboe@mail.state.tn.us or 615-532-0705 for more information.

Who Do I Call?

The P2 Alert General P2 Information TN Pollution Prevention
Lori J. Munkeboe, Editor (615) 532-8013 or (800) 734-3619 Roundtable

2(615) 532-0705 Ron Graham, Director
(615) 532-0450

Environmental Assistance Center Recycling/Household Hazardous Waste Toxics Releases Inventory
(888) 891-TDEC (8332) (615) 532-0445 Eric Hutton (615) 532-0542

Environmental Stewardship Awards Small Business Clean Air Assistance Used Oil Collection Center
Ernie Blankenship (615) 741-5262 (615) 532-8013 or (800) 734-3619 Hotline

(800) 287-9013


	In This Issue

